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Montana Coalition for Safety and Justice EXHIBIT 4
P.O. Box 503 paTe Feb 13,2015

Great Falls, Montana 59403
406-205-4658 '

To: Rep. Randy Pinocci and Fellow Legislators

Subject: HB 200 Reason for PASSAGE- Open Letter
Dear Legislators;

[ am writing this letter concerning HB 200 to express my sincere hope that you will look
favorably upon this proposal. The opinions expressed in this letter are based on years of working
with offenders and their families, low income families and those in crisis.

I support the Bill for the following reasons.

For a family or individual with limited financial resources any drain on their small money bucket
has huge consequences and in desperation sometimes leads to criminal acts to feed the drug
addiction. They are simply under the control of a hellish addiction.

Unless the underlying addiction is addressed moving an individual or family out of poverty is
impossible. Any attempts to improve their financial situation fuels the addiction by making the
drugs easier to obtain.

The cost of addictions particularly a Meth addiction is limitless no amount of money given to the
addicted individual is going to change the effects on their family, children, loved ones or friends.
The addict will do anything to insure their supply, and many times they will commit whatever
acts it takes to obtain those drugs. These acts range from simple theft to drug dealing,
distrubution, manufacturing and prostitution.

The effects on the children around them and their own kids is heartbreaking, dirty living
conditions, hunger, and many times emotional scaring and abuse. This cycle is often repeated
with each generation following the path to prison and death. Addicts do not just get better, they
need treatment. One round of treatment is generally not enough as there will be relapses and
treatment must be available when that happens. The majority of the addicted need a shove, in a
non-governmental setting its called an “intervention” but that also presupposes that the individual
or family have the financial means to pay for treatment. The majority of addicts are below
poverty so an intervention is a fairytale. That leaves the next effective tool; the “shove”
something must shove the individual into treatment, sometimes that a jail or prison sentence.
This bill is more gentile approach as it offers treatment to those accepting benefits and when
required shoves them into treatment which is less expensive in the long run as opposed to
lifetime of prison and jail for each generation.




!

I am not advocating that everyone in poverty got there or is trapped in poverty by addiction
issues. Or that being in poverty somehow turns you into a drug crazed monster. Most are there
due to circumstances beyond their control and truly work towards moving out of poverty. But
there are some that are trapped by addiction and need a strong shove to get the help that they
need. Addictions hurt everyone involved, particularly the children.

The first step is identification followed by effective treatment. I can only share my experience of
working with individuals who state that without treatment they would be dead. These are moms
and dads who now living examples of courage and taking responsibility but each one of them
were “shoved” one way or another into a treatment program that changed their lives and their
children's lives and the lives of those who work with and care about them.

If you think that this somehow punishes the children by a potential loss of benefits then you need
to come and sit with me for a few days as we provide food and clothing, The children and
families are not getting the monetary benefits you have allotted. The food assistance goes to
drugs, the money may go to rent but don’t bet on it, it went to their dealer. You must understand
that in an addicts mind the addiction is all consuming, family, kids, financial responsibilities are
secondary.

Just as a side note in case family and children are not enough to convince you consider this, the
meth in many cases comes to Montana comes from Mexico, from Cartels that terrorize their
countries, other drugs come from terrorist linked organizations who use the money to fund their
activities.

No Good ever comes from drug addiction, please help us, help them by shoving them into
treatment. The families and children will thank you for saving lives.

Steve Cape
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Summary

A new state program requiring drug
screening for welfare applicants
has saved more than $350,008 in
its first year, officials said

More Coverage

» 2012-2013 data shows only 12 test positive in

Utah welfare drug screening

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/765637435/Utah-officials-sa

Utah has spent more than $30.000
to screen welfare applicants for
drug use since 2 new law went into
effect a year ago, but only 12 people
have tested positive, state figures
show.
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SALT LAKE CITY — A new state program requiring
drug screening for welfare applicants has saved more
than $350,000 in its first year, officials said.

Preliminary data show Utali spent more than $30,000
{from August 2012 to July 2013 to
sereen welfare applicants for drug use,
but only found 12 people who tested

- positive.

Supporters of the program are
pointing to about 250 people who failed to meet drug
screening requirements during the vear and were barred
from receiving or applying for benefits for three months.

Those people would have otherwise received more than
$350,000 in benefits, according to the state Department
of Worldforce Services, which adiministers the welfare
program and the drug screening.

"The whole purpose is to get people back to work," said
Rep. Brad Wilson, a Kaysville Republican who crafted
the screening law. "We can't get them back to work if
they refuse to get into the program and do what they
need to do.”

Opponents of the policy say it unfairly stigmatizes poor
people.

"There is this notion that if vou're struggling to find
employment, it must be because you're using drugs,”
said Gina Cornia, executive director of Utahns Against
Hunger and a longtime activist seeking a welfare
overhaul.

Utah is one of at least eight states that have passed
legislation requiring drug testing or screening for public
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assistance applicants. Similar laws were proposed in at
least 29 states this vear, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

In other states, the policies have faced legal challenges
over claims they violate protections against searches
without probable cause. :

Utah, which does not randomly target applicants or
require all applicants to undergo a drug test, has not
faced such a challenge.

Instead, applicants to the Temporary Assistance to
Needy Farnilies program must complete a written
questionnaire designed to screen for substance abuse.
Drugs tests are then performed on those rated as having
a high probability of using drugs.

Utah's law also doesn't disqualify people who test
positive from receiving benefits. Instead, it requires
them to enter substance abuse treatment.

The policy is not based on assumption that a large
population of welfare applicants use drugs, Wilson said.

"But if we can help the 10 percent or so that are
challenged with this, why wouldn't we?" he said.

The law identifies those with drug issues early on in the
process, and if they aren’t willing to get help or meet the
requirements, they shouldn’t get benefits, Wilson said.

The operating assumption is that people abandoned the
process because they have a substance abuse issue,
Wilson said, but that's something policy makers would
like to dig into more.

The next step, Wilson said, "is to find out why those 250
people would rather not get benefits and keep using
drugs, and what we can do to maybe help them realize
that is a poor choice.”

There's no information about why those 250 people
failed to meet the requirements, so it's a leap to assume
they all had drug issues, Cornia said.

If Utaly is serious about addressing barriers to
employment, the state should be just “as vigilant and
committed” to much more common struggles that
applicants face, such as mental health problems, a lack
of training or literacy or domnestic violence issues,
Cornia said.

"We need to genuinely address all the barriers — not
just the ones that are politically popular,” she said.
Follow Michelle L. Price on Twitter at

http:/ /twitter.com/michellelprice
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